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Acronyms and Abbreviations

ANILCA Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act
ASQ Allowable Sale Quantity

BBF Billion board feet

BLM Bureau of Land Management

BMP Best Management Practices

CAET Content Analysis Enterprise Team

CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
CFR Code of Federal Regulations

DEIS Draft Environmental Impact Statement

EPA Environmental Protection Agency

ESA Endangered Species Act

FEIS Final Environmental Impact Statement

FEMAT Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team
GIS Geographic Information System

ICBEMP Interior Columbia Basin Ecosystem Management Project
LUD Land Use Designation (Tongass National Forest)
MMBF Million board feet

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act

NFMA National Forest Management Act

NFS National Forest System (includes national forests and grasslands)
NOI Notice of Intent

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service

OHV Off-highway Vehicle

RARE Roadless Area Review and Evaluation

RARE II Second Roadless Area Review and Evaluation
ROD Record of Decision

ROS Recreation Opportunity Spectrum

SAA Southern Applachian Assessment

TEP Threatened, Endangered, and Proposed

TEPS Threatened, Endangered, Proposed, and Sensitive
TLMP Tongass Land Management Plan

USC United States Code

USDA United States Department of Agriculture

USDI United States Department of the Interior

USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service

USGS United States Geological Survey




United States Forest Washington 201 14" & Independence, SW
} Department of Service Office Post Office Box 96090
/ Agriculture Washington, DC 20090-6090

File Code: 1950-3
Date: November 9, 2000

Dear Citizen:

I am pleased to present the Roadless Area Conservation Final Environmental Impact Statement.
These volumes describe a strategy for conserving National Forest System inventoried roadless
areas and their important values. They contain an analysis of management options and the Forest
Service’s preferred alternative. I expect to render a final decision on this matter in no sooner
than 30 days.

I'want to thank all those who participated in this rulemaking. The wealth of insights and
experience they provided contributed to improvements in development of the proposal and the
analysis of social, economic, and environmental effects.

I remain confident that taking action now to conserve roadless areas through this national effort
will result in these lands providing lasting values for future generations. I appreciate your

participation in achieving this goal.

Sincerely,

Wil Lo £

MIKE DOMBECK
Chief

@ Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper ﬁ
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Abstract: The Forest Service is proposing new regulations to protect inventoried roadless areas
within the National Forest System. This final environmental impact statement (FEIS) responds to
strong public sentiment for protecting roadless areas and the clean water, biological diversity,
dispersed recreational opportunities, wildlife habitat, forest health, and other public benefits
provided by these areas. This action also responds to budgetary concerns and the need to balance
management objectives with funding priorities. Public comments on the DEIS were considered in
development of this FEIS in order to refine the scope of the decision to be made, verify
significant issues, modify alternatives, identify possible mitigation measures, and direct the
analysis of effects. The preferred alternative would prohibit road construction, reconstruction, and
timber harvest except for stewardship purposes in all inventoried roadless areas. Implementation
of the preferred alternative on the Tongass National Forest would begin in April 2004 to provide
those communities in Southeast Alaska most impacted by the decision a transition period in
which to adjust to possible economic changes that may result. Eight alternatives were fully
developed and considered, including 4 sets of prohibited activities (including no action), and 4
alternative methods for applying the prohibitions to the Tongass. The procedural alternatives
described in the DEIS are not included in this FEIS, since the decision was made to include
procedures for roadless area conservation in the final rule for the Land and Resource
Management Planning Regulations at 36 CFR 219.
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